
Early experiences in sorting and classifying help young children notice how things 

are alike and different. They will apply this understanding when learning math 

skills in the primary grades. Here are some ways you and your child can sort and 

classify at home.

Home Sorting Ideas
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Looking at favorite family photo-
graphs together can lead to many inter-
esting sorting/classifying activities. Be-
gin by sorting pictures into girl and boy 
pictures, and then try more challenging 
categories, such as Mom’s or Dad’s fam-
ily members, brothers and sisters, or 
where people currently live. If you want 
to imitate how scientists classify things, 
try sorting into just two groups, such as 
cousins versus not cousins.

Sort shopping lists according to the 
type of item, such as fresh vegetables, 
frozen foods, or cleaning supplies. At 
the store, predict where each item will 
be located.

Do you collect rocks—or seashells, 
or coins, or teddy bears? Think of ways 
you and your child might sort them. 
Use containers you have around the 
house—muffi n tins, egg cartons, or 
recycled yogurt cups.

Fruits and
Veggies

Dairy

Pasta

Paper 
products

Help your child fi gure out a way 
to sort and store toys and art materi-
als. For example, suggest keeping all 
the stuffed animals in one basket and 
trucks in another. Or sort a collection of 
plastic dinosaurs by carnivores versus 
herbivores.
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