ACTIVITY 5
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Physical Science Lab 
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intent: Explore and investigate activities that focus on different key concepts of physical science.
OUTCOMES: Participants explore key concepts of physical science, experience how learning is integrated, and identify three key take-away messages.  
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Materials Required: 

PowerPoint
Handout 3: Key Concepts 
Handout 4: Connecting Physical Science Key Concepts with the Preschool Learning Foundations 
Physical Science Lab-State cards 
Physical Science Lab lesson plan template
Pencil and paper for documentation
All materials for individual stations which include: cause and effect, form and function, size, weight, and shape, force and stability, and changes in objects and materials
Chart paper and markers with each key concept identified next to the activity 
Bell or chime for group rotations
Time: 50 minutes
Process: 
Set up the five stations using materials that demonstrate the key concepts. Place a stack of Physical Science Lab lesson plan templates at each station. Place chart paper next to each station for tallying. 
Place Physical Science Lab-State cards on the group tables.
1. Have participants take out Handout 3: Key Concepts and Handout 4: Connecting Physical Science Key Concepts with the Preschool Learning Foundations, Activity Plan and Trainer Tools. 
2. Say, “Locate the state to start by pulling a Physical Science Lab-State card from the center of the table center along with pencils and paper for documentation.”   
3. Explain to participants that each station is a lesson plan template to complete. This template will guide exploration and observation of the activities. However, if your creative brain has a different idea, follow your own investigation with the materials. Just make sure to document along the way.
4. Let them know when the first bell rings to summarize their experience with the group and consider the different ways they documented, or may still want to document, their experience. Put a tally mark next to each key concept addressed during the exploration and discussion. We will look at the tally marks later.
5. If time, participants may experience two stations. If no time, invite groups to share out charts with the whole group.
Possible Questions to ask groups to share about: 
· How did you observe the integrative nature of learning in this activity?

· What are your thoughts as we review the key concepts tally marks?

· What are some take-aways from this activity?

· How would you extend these activities in your classroom?
SUMMARY: Participants explore physical science concepts and experience how learning in integrated.
EXTENSION: Using sentence strips, think of open-ended prompts to “drive” inquiry and conversation if doing this activity in the classroom.
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