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• Provide the article,  Responding to Linguistic and Cultural Diversity 
Recommendations for Effective Early Childhood Education: A position statement 

of the National Association for the Education of Young Children. With teacher(s) 

read the section, Acknowledge that children can demonstrate their knowledge 

and capabilities in many ways.  After reading the section, discuss ways in which 

the teacher enables children to currently demonstrate knowledge in the classroom. 

What ability do staff members have for recognizing children’s wide variety of 

capabilities? With current children in the program in mind, make a large list about 

ways teaching staff recognize children’s communication of knowledge. Suggest that 

the teacher return to the list periodically at staff meetings as a reminder of 

communication that occurs within the classroom and to add new ways children 

communicate capabilities and knowledge throughout the year.

• Share the handout, Practices of Universal Design, from resource page with 

teacher. Ask teacher to think of a favorite language or literacy activity from this 

year. Then use the handout to discuss how the activity embodied universal design. 

Ask questions like, “Why is that your favorite activity? Why were children so 

engaged? Did it help children who are not typically engaged become more 

involved? How? How did you support children at a more beginning developmental 

level? What about children who do not verbally communicate?”

• Guide the teacher to the paragraph beginning, Prepare materials ahead of time for 
maximizing language and literacy, on page 108 of the California Preschool 
Curriculum Framework, Volume 1. Reflect on individual strengths in planning. 

What strategies does the team use to maximize these teacher strengths?
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