
Content Knowledge
7KH�FRQWHQW�DUHDV�DUH�JLYHQ�V\VWHPDWLF�DWWHQWLRQ�LQ�

WUDQVLWLRQDO�NLQGHUJDUWHQ��7HDFKHUV�H[DPLQH�WKH�&DOLIRUQLD�
3UHVFKRRO�/HDUQLQJ�)RXQGDWLRQV�LQ�PDWKHPDWLFV��VRFLDO�VFLHQFHV��
VFLHQFH��KHDOWK��DQG�WKH�YLVXDO�DQG�SHUIRUPLQJ�DUWV�DQG�XVH�WKH�
IRXQGDWLRQV�DORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�FRQWHQW�VWDQGDUGV�DV�
JXLGHSRVWV�IRU�LQVWUXFWLRQ��0XFK�LV�OHDUQHG�WKURXJK�SOD\�DQG�
KDQGV�RQ�H[SHULHQFHV��EXW�WKHVH�DUH�LQWHQWLRQDOO\�GHVLJQHG�
ZLWK�FOHDU�REMHFWLYHV�LQ�PLQG��&RQWHQW�NQRZOHGJH�LV�EXLOW�LQ�D�
FRKHVLYH��QRW�KDSKD]DUG��IDVKLRQ�

:LGH�UHDGLQJ�H[SHULHQFHV�FRQWULEXWH�WR�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�
RI�FRQWHQW�NQRZOHGJH��$W�WUDQVLWLRQDO�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�FKLOGUHQ�
H[DPLQH�SLFWXUH�ERRNV�DQG�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WHDFKHU�UHDG�DORXGV��
7HDFKHUV�HQVXUH�WKDW�DERXW�KDOI�RI�WKH�ERRNV�WKH\�UHDG�DORXG�
DQG�PDNH�DYDLODEOH�DUH�LQIRUPDWLRQDO�ERRNV��ZKLFK�KDYH�EHHQ�VFDUFH�LQ�WKH�OLYHV�RI�\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ�
�'XNH�������<RSS��5��+��DQG�<RSS��������%RRNV�DUH�VHOHFWHG�ZLVHO\�VR�WKDW�NQRZOHGJH�LV�EXLOW�DQG�
GRPDLQ�VSHFL¿F�ZRUGV�DUH�KHDUG�DQG�YLHZHG�PXOWLSOH�WLPHV��WKXV�LQFUHDVLQJ�WKH�FKDQFH�WKDW�WKH\�
EHFRPH�D�SDUW�RI�FKLOGUHQ¶V�YRFDEXODULHV��)LJXUH������SURYLGHV�JXLGDQFH�IRU�HQVXULQJ�\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ¶V�
H[SRVXUH�WR�LQIRUPDWLRQDO�WH[W�

Figure 3.15. Ensuring Young Children’s Access to Informational Text

• Have an inviting and well-stocked classroom library that includes informational
text, and ensure that it is accessible to children.�7KH�OLEUDU\�DUHD�VKRXOG�KDYH�
YLVXDO�DSSHDO�DQG�FRPIRUWDEOH�IXUQLWXUH��D�UXJ�DQG�EHDQ�EDJV��IRU�H[DPSOH���DQG�FKLOGUHQ�
VKRXOG�EH�SURYLGHG�ZLWK�HDV\�DFFHVV�WR�ERRNV�DQG�RWKHU�WH[W�PDWHULDOV�VXFK�DV�PDJD]LQHV�
DQG�SDPSKOHWV��&RQVLGHU�SODFLQJ�ERRNV�VR�WKDW�FRYHUV�IDFH�RXW��DV�RSSRVHG�WR�VSLQH�
RXW��LQ�RUGHU�WR�FDSWXUH�FKLOGUHQ¶V�DWWHQWLRQ�DQG�LQWHUHVW��7HDFKHUV�NHHS�LQIRUPHG�DERXW�
LQIRUPDWLRQDO�ERRNV�WKH\�PLJKW�ZDQW�WR�LQFOXGH�LQ�WKHLU�FODVVURRP�OLEUDULHV�E\�YLVLWLQJ�
SXEOLF�OLEUDULHV�DQG�ERRN�VWRUHV�DQG�VHDUFKLQJ�WKH�,QWHUQHW� 7KH�1DWLRQDO�6FLHQFH�7HDFKHUV�
$VVRFLDWLRQ��IRU�H[DPSOH��SXEOLVKHV�D�OLVW�RI�2XWVWDQGLQJ�6FLHQFH�7UDGH�%RRNV�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�
HDFK�\HDU��7KLV�OLVW�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�DW�KWWS���ZZZ�QVWD�RUJ�SXEOLFDWLRQV�RVWE���

• Place informational books in centers.�&KLOGUHQ¶V�ERRNV�DERXW�IRUFHV�DQG�PRWLRQ�PLJKW�
EH�SODFHG�LQ�D�VFLHQFH�FHQWHU��%RRNV�DERXW�¿VK�PLJKW�EH�GLVSOD\HG�E\�D�FODVV�DTXDULXP��
%RRNV�DERXW�OLQHV��VKDSHV��DQG�FRORUV�PLJKW�EH�SODFHG�LQ�DQ�DUW�FHQWHU� +DYLQJ�ERRNV�
DYDLODEOH�ZKHUH�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�HQJDJHG�LQ�DFWLYLWLHV�LQYLWHV�FKLOGUHQ�WR�SLFN�WKHP�XS�DQG�
ORRN�WKURXJK�WKHP�DQG�RIWHQ�LQVSLUHV�FKLOGUHQ�WR�DVN�WKH�WHDFKHU�WR�UHDG�WKHP�DORXG�

• Make informational texts a regular part of your read aloud routine. &KLOGUHQ�DUH�
FXULRXV�DQG�DUH�HDJHU�WR�OHDUQ�DERXW�WKHLU�QDWXUDO�DQG�VRFLDO�ZRUOGV��5HDGLQJ�DORXG�IURP�
ERRNV�DERXW�SODQWV�DQG�DQLPDOV�RU�QDWLRQDO�DQG�VWDWH�V\PEROV��IRU�H[DPSOH��DQVZHUV�
FKLOGUHQ¶V�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�WKH�ZRUOG�DQG�LQVSLUH�PRUH�TXHVWLRQV��$IWHU�UHDGLQJ��OHDYH�WKH�
ERRNV�DFFHVVLEOH�VR�FKLOGUHQ�FDQ�H[SORUH�WKHP�RQ�WKHLU�RZQ�LI�WKH\�FKRRVH��6HOHFW�ERRNV�
UHODWHG�WR�FKLOGUHQ¶V�LQWHUHVWV�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKRVH�UHODWHG�WR�FXUUHQW�WRSLFV�RI�VWXG\��
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• I nclude informational tex t in all areas of the curricula. W h en c h ildren are ex p loring 
m u sic , u se b ook s ab ou t m u sic al instru m ents to c onv ey inf orm ation. W h en c h ildren are 
inv estigating w eath er, sh are b ook s ab ou t rain, snow , and w ind. I nv ite stu dents to ob serv e 
and talk ab ou t w ords and im ages in b ook s. 

• Display informational tex t on classroom w alls. Teac h ers of y ou ng c h ildren are w ell 
aw are of th e im p ortanc e of c reating a p rint-ric h env ironm ent f or th eir stu dents. I nc lu de in 
th at env ironm ent inf orm ational tex t su c h as p osters w ith diagram s and lab els and p ic tu res 
w ith c ap tions. 

• Prov ide children w ith opportunities to be w riters of informational tex t. L et th em 
w rite or dic tate w h at th ey k now and h av e learned or ex p erienc ed. S h are th eir w riting 
w ith th e c lass b y reading it alou d or h av ing th e c h ildren read it alou d and p osting it on 
c lassroom w alls. 

• M onitor student access and ex posure to informational tex t. O b serv e c h ildren, and 
notic e th eir interests and th e b ook s th ey h andle. U se y ou r ob serv ations to m ak e dec isions 
ab ou t additional b ook s f or th e c lassroom and to gently sp ark interest in th e v ariety of 
m aterials y ou m ak e av ailab le. Keep a rec ord of th e m aterials y ou sh are w ith stu dents, and 
b e su re to b alanc e inf orm ational tex t w ith oth er tex t ty p es su c h as stories and p oetry . 

• T each w ith and about informational tex ts. Th e C A C C S S f or E L A / L iterac y ac k now ledge 
th e im p ortanc e of inc lu ding inf orm ational tex t in early c h ildh ood c lassroom s and req u ire 
k indergarten teac h ers to address standards related to reading inf orm ational tex t. 
Transitional Kindergarten teac h ers p lay an im p ortant role in lay ing th e grou ndw ork f or 
c h ildren to ac h iev e th e reading standards f or inf orm ational tex t b y of f ering dev elop m entally 
ap p rop riate ex p erienc es w ith th ese b ook s. 

• R aise family aw areness of the importance of sharing a v ariety of tex t types. 
S om e teac h ers sh are lists of b ook s w ith f am ily m em b ers f or reading alou d at h om e to th eir 
y ou ng c h ildren. O th ers send h om e sm all b ac k p ac k s c ontaining b ook s and ask th at c h ildren 
sh are th em w ith th eir f am ilies ov er th e w eek end. B e su re th at inf orm ational tex ts are 
inc lu ded on th e lists and in th e b ac k p ac k s. A t f orm al and inf orm al m eetings, talk to p arents 
and oth er im p ortant adu lts ab ou t th e v alu e of reading alou d and sh aring a v ariety of tex t 
ty p es. P rov ide inf orm ation ab ou t b ook s in a sc h ool or c lassroom new sletter. S olic it p arents’ 
and f am ilies’ inp u t on f av orite inf orm ational tex ts and top ic s. 

Source 
5HSULQWHG�ZLWK�VOLJKW�PRGL¿FDWLRQV�IURP�
Y op p , R u th H . 2 0 0 7 . “ I nf orm ational Tex t in th e P resc h ool C lassroom . ” The California Reader 4 1 ( 1) : 4 6 -5 2 . 

P erm ission granted b y th e C alif ornia R eading A ssoc iation. 
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