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HANDOUT 7:
 Using English-Speaking Peers
Training English-Speaking Children to Communicate 
with English-Language Learners 
· Point out to the English-speaking children that there are children in the classroom who speak a different language, and that it will take time for them to begin to speak English.  Explain that there are some ways that they can help in this process.
· Ask for volunteer helpers/buddies who can be partnered with ELs early in the school year to help reduce their isolation and increase their contact with English-speaking children.
· Rather than making the ELs feel different (they already do), this approach helps ELs feel more connected and gives the English-speaking children valuable information about how to help.
· Use role playing first to model desired behaviors in front of the entire group of children, and then again individually with the helpers/buddies.
	Introduction

	Helpers/Buddies are taught to approach the EL, establish eye contact, and ask the child to play
with them or with a particular toy.


	How to Speak to the EL Child
	Helpers/Buddies are taught to speak slowly with good pronunciation.


	Repeat Introduction
	Helpers/Buddies are taught to repeat the introduction if it met with no response.

	Request Clarification/ Explanation
	Helpers/Buddies are taught to request clarification of the response by the EL if the response is not
understood.

	Change/Expand
	Helpers/Buddies are taught to change an expression by using slightly different wording when the EL indicates
a lack of understanding through no response or other nonverbal signs.



	Five Strategies to Learn a New Language

	1. Honor the home language
2. Create a climate of belonging
3. Provide scaffolds
4. Focus on child’s interests (words, ideas, and actions provide great starting points)
5. Encourage peer support

	HELP CHILDREN EXPAND LANGUAGE SKILLS AND VOCABULARY; BOTH ARE ESSENTIAL AS THEY MOVE TOWARD LITERACY.


	Five Strategies to Assist Literacy Development

	1. Strengthen child’s interest in print
2. Draw attention to sounds
3. Build letter knowledge
4. Make books and stories come alive
5. Link literacy to home and community (enhances learning)

	THE FOUNDATIONS FOR LISTENING, SPEAKING, READING, AND WRITING ARE ESTABLISHED IN THE CRITICAL EARLY YEARS.  WITH CARING AND KNOWLEDGEABLE TEACHERS, ENGLISH LEARNERS WILL LEARN THE NEW LANGUAGE.


Adapted from Tabors 1997, Chapters 4, 5, and 6, and CDE 2009, 54.
Teacher Support Strategies: Adapted from Preschool English Language Learner Guide
	Stages of Second Language Acquisition (children move in and out of them as they learn):
 Stage 1:  Home Language 
Stage 3:  Telegraphic and Formulaic
 Stage 2:  Observational/Listening                   Stage 4:  Fluid Use of Second Language

	
	Stages
	Strategies

	1
	1–2
	Start with What the Child Knows: Use a few words in the child’s home language (come, bathroom, eat) to allow for low-level communication. (p. 98)

	2
	1–4
	Offer Consistent Routines: Help the child quickly learn where to go and what to expect so that he can become a member of the group. (pp. 106–109)

	3
	1–2
	Start Slowly: Allow the child to become familiar with the classroom situation before approaching her with questions and directives in English. (pp. 98–100)

	4
	1–4
	Provide Safe Havens: Allow the child to regain energy and focus by providing spaces and activities in which the child can participate with few, if any, expectations for verbal communication. (pp. 105–106)

	5
	1–4
	Scaffold Communication: Combine words with some type of gesture, action, or directed gaze. (pp. 100–101)

	6
	1–4
	Talk About the Here and Now: Refer to the present situation to allow the child to understand the context of communication. (p. 102)

	7
	1–4
	Use Repetition: Say the same thing more than once to give the child an opportunity to understand what is being said. (p. 101)

	8
	3–4
	Expand and Extend: Start with what the child already knows and expand on her language. If the child says, “Car,” the teacher can reply, “That is a red car.” (pp. 102–108)



	9
	1–4
	Get Help from the English-Speaking Children: Show the child’s peers ways to communicate and ask questions in order to encourage interaction and provide additional language models. (pp. 110–113)

	10
	1–4
	Ensure Inclusion: Use the child’s name to invite her to participate in small- and whole-group activities. (pp. 109–110)

	11
	1–4
	Fine Tuning: If a child seems to not understand, rephrase your message in a different way. (pp. 103–104)

	12
	1–4
	Raise Expectations: Request a verbal response from the child rather than only a gesture when he shows signs of readiness to talk.  (p. 103)


For further description of the Sequential Stages of Language Acquisition, 
please see pp.105-107, California Preschool Learning Foundations, Volume 1. 
Five + Five = English Learner Success
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