HANDOUT 8A
Using English-Speaking Peers
Training English-Speaking Children to Communicate with English-Language Learners (ELs)
Hirschler (1991)
Tabors, P. O. (2004). One Child, Two Languages. Maryland: Brookes.
· Point out to the English-speaking children that there are children in the classroom who speak a different language, and that it will take time for them to begin to speak English. Explain that there are some ways that they can help in this process.
· Ask for volunteer helpers or buddies who can be partnered with ELs early in the school year to help reduce their isolation and increase their contact with English-speaking children.
· Rather than making the ELs feel different (they already do), this approach helps ELs feel more connected and gives the English-speaking children valuable information about how to help.
· Use role playing to first model desired behaviors in front of the entire group of children, and then again individually with the helpers/buddies.
	Introduction


	Helpers/Buddies are taught to approach the EL, establish eye contact, and ask the child to play
with them or with a particular toy.



	How to Speak to the EL Child
	Helpers/Buddies are taught to speak slowly with good pronunciation.



	Repeat Introduction
	Helpers/Buddies are taught to repeat the introduction if it met with no response.

	Request Clarification/ Explanation
	Helpers/Buddies are taught to request clarification of the response by the EL if the response is not
understood.

	Change/Expand
	Helpers/Buddies are taught to change an expression by using slightly different wording when the EL indicates
a lack of understanding through no response or other nonverbal signs.


HANDOUT 8B

	Five Strategies to Learn a New Language

	1. Honor the home language
2. Create a climate of belonging
3. Provide scaffolds
4. Focus on child’s interests (words, ideas, and actions provide great starting points)
5. Encourage peer support

	HELP CHILDREN EXPAND LANGUAGE SKILLS AND VOCABULARY; BOTH ARE ESSENTIAL AS THEY MOVE TOWARD LITERACY.


	Five Strategies to Assist Literacy Development

	1. Strengthen child’s interest in print
2. Draw attention to sounds
3. Build letter knowledge
4. Make books and stories come alive
5. Link literacy to home and community (enhances learning)

	THE FOUNDATIONS FOR LISTENING, SPEAKING, READING, AND WRITING ARE ESTABLISHED IN THE CRITICAL EARLY YEARS.  WITH CARING AND KNOWLEDGEABLE TEACHERS, ENGLISH LEARNERS WILL LEARN THE NEW LANGUAGE.


MCOE CPIN Website: http://www.mcoe.org/ece/cpinr7/resources.htm
Source: A World Full of Language CD, Developed by WestEd for the 
California Department of Education, 2007
Five + Five = English Learner Success
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