16 Alternatives to Round Robin or Popcorn Reading

(One student reading at a time for the group)

1. Echo Reading: The teacher reads first, then students echo matching the fluency and emphasis. Usually one sentence is read at a time. 

2. Choral Reading: The whole class or group reads a portion of the text together. This approach gives less able readers a chance to imitate and practice appropriate oral reading.

3. Impress Reading: The teacher and students read a passage aloud at the same times. The students are simultaneously hearing a good model and mimicking that model. This direct, guided practice helps with impression, pacing, and fluency.

4. Everyone Read To: This format allows everyone to do initial reading individually and aloud, while the teacher provides support. The teacher gives students a purpose for reading and tells how much is to be read. After the section is read, the teacher follows up with questions about the section. Students discuss the questions in pairs or a small group. With this strategy everyone reads the text individually in whatever way is appropriate in order to find out specific information they will share with a partner or their group.

5. Whisper Read: Similar to Everyone Read To, students read aloud, but in a whisper. The teacher monitors the group or class to see and hear who is reading for themselves. This is an effective strategy for a small group.

6. Paired or Partner Read: One partner reads and the other partner listens. Usually each reads a sentence or a paragraph at a time to complete a passage. The listener has a job to highlight, underline, or point to the passage being read. Partners read and then ask questions of each other or share highlighted information at the end of the reading. This can be done with triads as well – one reads, one highlights, and one summarizes what was read at the end of the reading. Students can highlight on the text or on a transparency placed on top of the text.

7. Sticky Note: Partners are given sticky notes to mark things they want to remember. There are a limited number of notes and partners have to decide together what to mark as important, interesting, or confusing.

8. Two Read, Then One Reads: Partners read passage chorally. Then one partner rereads passage. 

9. Stop-n-Jot: Students are given a passage to read. At the end of the passage, students stop and jot down a question, comment, summary, key phrase, or other.

10. You Decide: Partners can read passage together in any way they decide.

11. Inquiry Reading: Students read silently for a purpose. The teachers give the students a question to answer or an answer they have to find support for from the text. 

12. Break-in Read: One group of students or the teacher starts reading orally. All other students follow along with a job: writing notes or words, tracking text, or other. The teacher interrupts in mid-sentence or mid–passage to switch who will read orally next. 

13. It’s All in How You Phrase It: Teacher prepares phrases – prepositional phrases, dependent clauses, quotations, etc. -- students may have difficultly reading in a passage. Prior to reading, students practice the phrases from flashcards, handouts, or chorally. 

14. Readers’ Theater: When reading a story or play, students are assigned different parts to read aloud. One student or pairs or triads read the individual parts or dialogue.

15. Playschool Groups or Literature Circles: Used for rereading, students are divided into groups with mixed ability readers. One student acts as the teacher keeping group on track, asking questions, assigning reading, etc. Students then read for a purpose: acting out a story, completing graphic organizer, discussing story elements, etc.

16. Three Ring Circus: Teacher assigns a variety of reading arrangements. Some students read in partners, some individually, some in triads, etc.

Source: Goodbye Round Robin, 2008, Opitz and Rasinski; T4S Module, Student Engagement, 2009; Literacy Matters, 2007, Fogerty.


