
     
    

   

  
  

 

  
   

     
 

   
   

  
   

 
 

 
 

  
   

  
 

   
  

 
  

 

 
     

      

    
 

   

    
  

 

Figure 3.14. California Preschool Learning Foundations Related to Language Development 
At around 6 0 months of ag e, children: 

L ang uag e U se and Conv entions 

F oundation Ex amples 

1. 4 U se langu age to c onstru c t ex tended
narratives that are real or fictional. 

Th e c h ild tells a b rief story th at u nf olds ov er tim e: “ I 
w ent to th e p ark w ith m y m om m y , and w e p lay ed in th e 
sandb ox . Th en w e h ad a p ic nic . A f ter th at, w e w ent to 
th e store. ” 

V ocabulary 

F oundation Ex amples 

2 . 1 U nderstand and u se an inc reasing 
variety and specificity of accepted words 
f or ob j ec ts, ac tions, and attrib u tes 
enc ou ntered in b oth real and sy m b olic 
c ontex ts. 

Nouns/Objects : Th e c h ild h ands a f riend th e fire truck, 
th e dump truck, and th e semitruck w h en th e f riend say s, 
“ I w ant to p lay w ith th e fire truck, dump truck, and 
semi, ” du ring p lay . 
Verbs/Actions : Th e c h ild say s to a p arent v olu nteer, “ I 
h av e a story . C an y ou type it on th e c om p u ter f or m e? ” 
Attributes : D u ring a c ook ing p roj ec t, th e c h ild giv es th e 
teac h er th e p lastic f ork w h en th e teac h er say s, “ H and m e 
th e plastic one. ” 

2 . 2 U nderstand and u se ac c ep ted w ords 
f or c ategories of ob j ec ts enc ou ntered in 
ev ery day lif e. 

A f ter reading a b ook ab ou t rep tiles, th e c h ild p oints 
to p ic tu res of a snak e, a liz ard, and a tu rtle w h en th e 
teacher asks the children to find the pictures of reptiles. 

2 . 3 U nderstand and u se b oth sim p le 
and c om p lex w ords th at desc rib e th e 
relations b etw een ob j ec ts. 

W h ile p lay ing in th e b loc k c enter, D eA ndre tells S u san, 
“ P u t th e red b loc k in front of th e tow er. ” 

G rammar 

F oundation Ex amples 

3 . 1 U nderstand and u se inc reasingly Th e c h ild p rodu c es a tw o- p art sentenc e th rou gh 
c om p lex and longer sentenc es, inc lu ding c oordination, u sing and and but ( e. g. , “ I ’ m p u sh ing th e 
sentenc es th at c om b ine tw o to th ree w agon, and h e is p u lling it” and “ I t’ s nap tim e, but I ’ m 
p h rases or th ree to f ou r c onc ep ts to not tired. ” 
c om m u nic ate ideas. 
Source 
C alif ornia D ep artm ent of E du c ation. 2 0 0 8 . California Preschool Learning Foundations, Volume 1. S ac ram ento: C alif ornia 

D ep artm ent of E du c ation. 

Th e transitional k indergarten env ironm ent is langu age ric h ; sp eak ing, listening, and learning ab ou t 
language are significant parts of each day. Children have multiple opportunities to express themselves 
v erb ally , inf orm ally and in m ore stru c tu red w ay s, ab ou t intellec tu ally - stim u lating su b j ec ts. Teac h ers 
serv e as ex c ellent langu age m odels, p artic ip ate in one- on- one c onv ersations w ith c h ildren th at inc lu de 
m u ltip le ex c h anges on th e sam e su b j ec t, u se and engage c h ildren in dec ontex tu aliz ed ( b ey ond th e 
h ere and now )  langu age,  and p rov ide op p ortu nities f or p retend langu age,  su c h  as in dram atic  p lay  
areas. 
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