HANDOUT 9

Meeting the Needs of All Learners

Building Sound Awareness Activities
· Speak clearly to help children hear the sounds of oral language.

· Read and reread books with predictable patterns aloud.

· Sing favorite rhyming songs, and do finger plays often.

· Experiment with word sounds.

· Include alliteration awareness activities, such as: “Today all of our names start with the /s/ sound.  Mary, today you are ‘Sary.’  Bob, today you are ‘Sob,’etc.” 

· Read books interactively with children in small groups, emphasizing the rhyming words. 

Building Awareness of Spoken Words and Syllables 
· Repeated, playful experiences will help children begin to notice that spoken sentences can be segmented into words, and words can be segmented into syllables.  
Segmenting Spoken Sentences into Words

· Clap, tap, or jump for each spoken word in short sentences, such as:
       “Please come here.”   “I love you!”  “We are friends.” 

Segmenting Spoken Words into Syllables

· Use oral blending techniques.  Teacher says, “buu…ter” and encourages children to put the two parts together as “butter”. 
· Have children take turns listening for the number of syllables in their names.  As their names are tapped, clapped, or sung, children will begin to notice how many syllables their names have.
Strategies to Promote Phonological Awareness
· Play with rhyme by changing what is expected.
· Use gestures or sounds to help demonstrate the sequence of sounds.
· Discuss the sound of a letter and how the sound is used in words.
· Utilize phoneme phone.
· Use concrete instructional strategies.
· Slow down the presentation of the word or words.
· Demonstrate with exaggerated lip and tongue movements. 
· Provide extensive repetition across environments.
· Initially use continuous consonants (m, n, s sounds) in phonological awareness activities to support children’s multi-sensory learning.
For children who have hearing, language, or visual impairments use:
· increased practice and repetition
· pictures 

· props

· pictures or words outlined with glue

Embedding Phonological Awareness Skills in Routine Classroom Activities
Arrival and Departure
· Have children line up when you say the sound with which their name starts.
· Have children pair up, and exit the classroom, with a friend whose name begins with the same sound as their name.
Snack Time
· Play “I Spy.” Have children look for objects that begin with a certain sound or that rhyme with a certain word.

· Have children think of the names of foods that begin with a certain sound.
Transitions
· Put small objects in a brown bag. As children are waiting for others, pull out an object and have children think of a word that starts with the same sound.

· Have children clap the number of syllables in their names as they go from circle to centers.
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