
HANDOUT 8
Masters of Art

Rauschenberg Inspired Activity

Robert Rauschenberg (October 22, 1925 – May 12, 2008) was an American painter and graphic artist whose early works anticipated the pop art movement. Rauschenberg is well known for his "Combines" of the 1950s, in which non-traditional materials and objects were employed in innovative combinations. (Source: Wikipedia [http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Rauschenberg])


Materials: 
· Multiple small pictures or objects
· Piece of cardboard
· Glue stick
· Paints and brushes

Process: 
1. Choose a theme and spend several days gathering items/pictures for this theme. You may do this by gathering collections of outside items or cutting out pictures from magazines, using previously made drawings, or gathering items from childrens’ homes as homework (i.e., old envelopes, used tape, photographs). 
2. Once the collection is gathered, spread it out on the table and inspire children to arrange the collection in a way that makes sense and is appealing to their own personal sense of art. 
3. (A or B)
A. Provide glue and guidance for the children and help them attach the collection to their piece of cardboard. 
B. Line a piece of cardboard with double sided sticky paper and support children in placing items on the paper (This option does not require a glue stick.).
4. Support children in naming their artwork and titling it on the back. The name may resemble the collection of items or be completely separate; it is up to the child. Some children may even be opposed to naming their artwork in which case the adult should honor the choice of the child. 


Source: Adapted from page 96 of Art Today, Every Way

Potential Adaptations:
· Use contact paper instead of glue 
· Choose contrasting paper color for background cardboard
· Tape card board to table or floor for a more secure base
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Michelangelo Lie Down Painting 

Michelangelo di Lodovico Buonarroti Simoni (6 March 1475 – 18 February 1564), commonly known as Michelangelo (Italian pronunciation: [mikeˈlandʒelo]), was an Italian sculptor, painter, architect, poet, and engineer of the High Renaissance. (Source: Wikipedia [http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michelangelo])

One of Michelangelo’s most famous works of art is on the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel. He painted this entirely while laying on his back. 


Materials:
· Large sheet of butcher paper
· Masking tape
· Tempera paint
· School table or coffee table
· Rags and paper towels


Process:
1. Tape a large sheet of paper under the topside of a table that child could lie under comfortably. 
2. Cover the floor under the table with a cloth for protection.
3. Provide multiple colors of paints in jars for the artist to use. 
4. Invite the artist to lie under the table and relax to begin painting. 
5. When the artist is satisfied with the experience, leave the artwork taped to the table for several hours to dry. 


Sensory Integration Benefit: 
· Increase heavy workload by laying down and standing up
· Increase proprioception through laying down while painting
· Decrease external light intrusion while painting 












Duchamp Inspired “Happy Accident String Drop”

Marcel Duchamp (28 July 1887 – 2 October 1968) was a French-American painter, sculptor, chess player, and writer whose work is associated with Dadaism and conceptual art. Duchamp is commonly regarded, along with Pablo Picasso and Henri Matisse, as one of the three artists who helped to define the revolutionary developments in the plastic arts in the opening decades of the twentieth century, responsible for significant developments in painting and sculpture. (Source: Wikipedia [http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marcel_Duchamp])


Materials:
· Pieces of yarn or string
· Dishes of tempera paint
· Large sheet of paper
· Tweezers


Process:
1. Cut pieces of string or yarn at varying lengths.
2. Fill a shallow dish with tempura paint.
3. Drop the string in the paint to cover all surfaces of string.
4. Tape paper to the floor.
5. Invite student to hold the string over the piece of paper taped to the floor and then to drop the string.
6. Remove the string from the paper with tweezers or fingers and try again.
7. Finish when the child no longer wants to add to the paper by dropping the string.

NOTE: This activity represents the “DaDa style of art Duchamp is famous for. The Dada artists enjoyed trying new inventive and somewhat wacky ways of creating art; and they believed in “happy accidents.” 


Source: Adapted from page 73 of Discovering Great Artists.


Possible Adaptations: 
· Use strings of differing thickness 
· Use as a floor activity for children in chairs so that they do not have to be in their chair while participating
· Encourage forceful throwing of string 
· Place paper on accessible surface (such as wheel chair tray) 
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