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SHAPE DESCRIPTIONS 

Building Blocks/TRIAD Projects, Clements & Sarama © 2008 

Triangle 
—  3  straight sides - all connected   
—  3 angles 
— can be different sizes, shapes, orientations (directions) 
— If all sides are the same length and all angles are the same 

length, is "regular" or "equilateral". If two sides are the same 
length, is "isosceles." If one angles is right, it's a "right 
triangle". 

      Do not say: 2 points at bottom, one at top 
flat bottoms 
"pointy" 
like piece of pizza 

Square 
—   all 4 straight sides same length – all connected 
—   all 4 right angles (squares are "regular" polygons) 
— two pairs parallel sides 
— can be different sizes, orientations (directions) 

      Do not say: "turned/slanted" one is a "diamond" 

Rectangle 
— 4 straight sides – all connected 
— 4 right angles 
— opposite sides are same length 
— if all sides are the same length, it's also a square 
— 2 pairs parallel lines 
— can be different sizes, shapes, orientations (directions) 
Do not say: two long sides and two short sides 

rectangles are "long" 



SHAPE DESCRIPTIONS 

Building Blocks/TRIAD Projects, Clements & Sarama © 2008 

Rhombus 

— 4 straight sides - all same  length – all connected 
— 2 pairs parallel lines 
— 4 angles, opposite angles equal 
— if the angles are right angles, it's also a square 

Trapezoid 

— 4 straight sides – all connected 
— 4 angles 
— 1 pair of parallel lines 
— if the non-parallel sides are the same length, it's an 

"isosceles trapezoid." If one right angles, a "right trapezoid" 

Hexagon 
— 6 straight sides – all connected 
— 6 angles 
— for regular polygons:  all sides equal and all angles equal 
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