Additional Strategies for Dual Language Learners

1. Modified language: Use shorter sentences with concrete vocabulary.
2. Use manipulative and everyday objects: Make sure that children understand what is said by showing them examples of what is being talked about.
3. Modeling and acting out: Show children what they can do and encourage them to dramatize and act out their activities.
4. Oral descriptors: Make sure the children are in a language rich environment in which much oral discussion takes place to describe specific vocabulary.
5. Respect the silent period: Allow children time to listen and to decide when they are ready to speak.

6. Match questions: Determine the child’s level of proficiency in English and include the child in discussion by asking questions that are appropriate for the child’ proficiency so they are successful.
7. Use the child’s first language and culture: Look for community members that can provide the children with explanations in their first language.
Using these strategies will help young children learning English as a second language to become competent in mathematics as they acquire a second language. 
This list came from Chapter 23 in the book, Mathematics in the Early Years, published by NAEYC.
Additional Strategies for Children with Special Needs

1. Use all senses: Use vision, hearing, touch, taste, physical movement when discussing both new and familiar concepts. The more “modes” of learning a child can employ the more connections are made to the concept.

2. Using props will also provide a concrete example of the concept and help children develop a mental representation especially when they can touch feel and manipulate the prop themselves. This is useful strategy for children who optimal mode of processing is oral, visual, or tactile. 

3. Provide multiple repeated opportunities: Many children require multiple times of learning a concept before comprehension, specifically to generalize the concept to new environments. The more connections a teacher can make between environments the easier it is for children to learn. 

Resource: The list is adapted from Chapter 7 of the Preschool English Learners Resource Guide. 

