Activity 5
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What’s in a Flower?
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intent: 

Participants experience firsthand the importance of utilizing multiple sensory experiences.

OUTCOMES: 

Participants will enhance their understanding of multiple sensory teaching with respect to the science domain.
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Materials Required: 

· PPT slide

· Cut real flowers (enough so each participant has their own)

· Plastic flower

· [image: image5.wmf]Photograph of flower

· Drawing of flower

· Black and white drawing of flower

· The word flower

· Chart Paper

Time: 15 minutes

Process: 

· Trainer begins by asking participants to talk about their beliefs regarding the teaching of science and what they feel is the most important aspect to getting children engaged.
· Trainer says, “A key aspect of expanding a child’s understanding of science is experience; we are going to experience science today.”

· Pass out the cut flowers to table groups. Groups write down all the words they can think of that describe their flowers (What do you see? What colors? How does it feel? How tall is it?).
· Ask the participants to set aside their cut flowers as you pass out a plastic flower to each participant. Ask each group to then cross off all the descriptive words for cut flowers that don’t apply to the plastic flower. 

· Next ask participants to view a color picture of a real flower and cross off all the descriptive words that don’t apply (or they can’t experience) with the flower photo.

· Now ask participants to view a black and white photo of a flower and ask them cross off all the descriptive words that don’t apply (or they can’t experience) with the black and white photo of a flower. 

· Show participants the word “flower” and ask them (for the last time) to cross off all descriptive words that don’t apply to the word “flower.”
· As a whole group, discuss the insights learned from this experience and how this activity relates to early childhood education and science exploration.
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