Bumper Sticker Activity

Directions: Print out the single topic pages. Give one page to each table group. Guide table groups to read and discuss their section of text and to create a bumper sticker of no more than 10 words to communicate the essence of their text section.
What are foundations?

· They describe competen​cies—knowledge and skills—that most children can be expected to exhibit in a high-quality program as they com​plete their first or second year of pre​school.
· The foundations describe what all young children typi​cally learn with appropriate support.
High quality preschool programs

· Many children learn simply by participating in high-quality preschool programs. Such programs offer children environments and expe​riences that encourage active, playful exploration and experimentation. 
· With play as an integral part of the curricu​lum, high-quality programs include purposeful teaching to help children gain knowledge and skills. 
· In addi​tion, many children in California’s pre​schools benefit from specific support in learning English. Other children may have a special need that requires par​ticular accommodations and adapta​tions.
The foundations presented in this document
· Social-Emotional Development, Language and Literacy, English-Language Development (for English learners), Mathematics

· Together, these domains represent crucial areas of learning and develop​ment for young children. 
· The founda​tions within a particular domain provide a thorough overview of devel​opment in that domain.
· The foundations written for each of these domains are based on research and evidence and are enhanced with expert practitioners’ suggestions and examples.
What is the purpose of the foundations?

· Their purpose is to promote understanding of preschool children’s learning and to guide instructional practice. 
· It is anticipated that teach​ers, administrators, parents, and poli​cymakers will use the foundations as a springboard to augment efforts to enable all young children to acquire the competencies that will prepare them for success in school.
Organization of the Foundations
· In the main body of this document, each strand is broken out into one or more substrands, and the foundations are organized under the substrands.

· Foundations are presented for chil​dren at around 48 months of age and at around 60 months of age. 

· The examples listed under each foundation give a range of pos​sible ways in which children can dem​onstrate a foundation. Although often illustrative of the diver​sity of young children’s learning expe​riences, the examples listed under a foundation are not exhaustive. In fact, teachers often observe other ways in which young children demonstrate a foundation.
Children with Disabilities

· The California preschool learning foundations are guides to support pre​school programs in their efforts to fos​ter the learning and development of all young children in California, includ​ing children who have disabilities. 
· In some cases, children with disabilities will need to use alternate methods for demonstrating their development. 
· It is important to provide opportunities to follow different pathways to learn​ing in the preschool foundations in order to make them helpful for all of California’s children.
Universal Design for Learning

· Univer​sal design for learning refers to provid​ing multiple approaches to learning in order to meet the needs of diverse learners. 

· Universal design provides for 

· providing information in a variety of ways so the learning needs of all of the children are met. 

· allowing children to use alternative methods to demonstrate what they know or what they are feeling. 

· providing choices for activities within the setting or pro​gram that facilitate learning by build​ing on children’s interests. 
The foundations and CDE’s approach to preschool learning

· Teachers use best practices, curricular strategies, and instructional techniques that assist children in learning the knowledge and skills described in the preschool learning foundations. 
· The “how to’s” of teaching young children include setting up environments, supporting children’s self-initiated play, select​ing appropriate materials, and plan​ning and implementing teacher-guided learning activities.
Major considerations underlying the “how to’s” of teaching
· First, teachers can effectively foster early learning by thoughtfully considering the preschool learning foundations as they plan environments and activities. 
· Second, during every step in the planning for young children’s learning, teachers have an opportunity to tap into the prominent role of play. Teachers can best support young children both by encouraging the rich learning that occurs in chil​dren’s self-initiated play and by intro​ducing purposeful instructional activi​ties that playfully engage preschoolers in learning.
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What are Foundations?

- They describe competencies—knowledge and skills—that most children can be expected to exhibit in a high-quality program as they complete their first or second year of preschool. 
- The foundations describe what all young children typically learn with appropriate support. 


High Quality Preschool Programs

- Many children learn simply by participating in high-quality preschool programs. Such programs offer children environments and experiences that encourage active, playful exploration and experimentation.  
- With play as an integral part of the curriculum, high-quality programs include purposeful teaching to help children gain knowledge and skills. 

-  In addition, many children in California’s preschools benefit from specific support in learning English. Other children may have a special need that requires particular accommodations and adaptations. 


The Foundations Presented In This Document

- Social-Emotional Development, Language and Literacy, English-Language Development (for English Learners), Mathematics 

- Together, these domains represent crucial areas of learning and development for young children.  

-  The foundations within a particular domain provide a thorough overview of development in that domain.  

- The foundations written for each of these domains are based on research and evidence and are enhanced with expert practitioners’ suggestions and examples. 



What is the Purpose of the Foundations?

- Their purpose is to promote understanding of preschool children’s learning and to guide instructional practice.  

- It is anticipated that teachers, administrators, parents and policymakers will use the foundations as a springboard to augment efforts to enable all young children to acquire the competencies that will prepare them for success in school. 



Organization of the Foundations

- In the main body of this document, each strand is broken out into one or more substrands, and the foundations are organized under the substrands.

- Foundations are presented for children at around 48 months of age and at around 60 months of age. 

- The examples listed under each foundation give a range of possible ways in which children can demonstrate a foundation. Although often illustrative of the diversity of young children’s learning experiences, the examples listed under a foundation are not exhaustive. In fact, teachers often observe other ways in which young children demonstrate a foundation. 



Children with Disabilities

- The California preschool learning foundations are guides to support preschool programs in their efforts to foster the learning and development of all young children in California, including children who have disabilities. 

-  In some cases, children with disabilities will need to use alternate methods for demonstrating their development. 

- It is important to provide opportunities to follow different pathways to learning in the preschool foundations in order to make them helpful for all of California’s children. 


Universal Design for Learning
- The California Preschool Learning Foundations are guides to support preschool programs in their efforts to foster learning and development in all of California’s young children who have disabilities.
- It is important to provide opportunities to follow different pathways to learning in the preschool foundations in order to make them helpful for all of California’s children. 

- A universal design for learning is not one approach that will accommodate everyone, but rather refers to providing multiple approaches to learning in order to meet the needs for diverse learners. 



The Foundations and CDE’s Approach to Preschool Learning

- Teachers use best practices, curricular strategies, and instructional techniques that assist children in learning the knowledge and skills described in the preschool learning foundations.  

-  The “how to’s” of teaching young children include setting up environments, supporting children’s self-initiated play, selecting appropriate materials, and planning and implementing teacher-guided learning activities.  



Major Considerations Underlying the “How To” of Teaching

- First, teachers can effectively foster early learning by thoughtfully considering the preschool learning foundations as they plan environments and activities.  

-  Second, during every step in the planning for young children’s learning, teachers have an opportunity to tap into the prominent role of play. Teachers can best support young children both by encouraging the rich learning that occurs in children’s self-initiated play and by introducing purposeful instructional activities that playfully engage preschoolers in learning.  










