Primary Language Support

Children’s primary language can be supported by teachers throughout the day in all kinds of learning situations. In addition, teachers need to provide long-term help to build children’s primary language literacy skills. Even when teachers do not speak the child’s home language, there are many strategies that would support primary language development:

· Provide bilingual instructional support including paraprofessionals (e.g., instructional assistant, parent volunteers, older and more competent students) if necessary. 

· Incorporate children’s home languages into daily classroom activities through song, poetry, dances, rhymes, and counting. Create materials in the children’s home languages to represent familiar stories, songs, or poems that will improve early home language literacy. 

· Have simple print material in the children’s home languages in learning centers. Labeled objects and writing utensils will further support early literacy abilities for non-English speakers. 

· Encourage parents and other family members to continue to use the home language during family activities while supporting early literacy development in that language. 

· Loan parents age-appropriate books and stories in the child’s home language if available. Encourage parents to engage in playful, interactive reading times in order to motivate children to read. 

· Make efforts to learn the students’ home languages. Even a few words or phrases will communicate respect and value for the families’ languages and culture.
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