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Overview of the ELLCO

• Overall view of effective practice with 
particular emphasis on language and 
literacy

• Grounded in developmental view of literacy

• Developed by researchers at Education 
Development Center, Inc. in Newton, MA 



Uses of the ELLCO

• Appropriate for Preschool through Grade 3

• Provides basis for self-evaluation

• School improvement efforts

• Identify impact of classrooms on children’s 
language and literacy development



Components of ELLCO Toolkit

• Literacy Environment Checklist

• Classroom Observation

• Literacy Activities Rating Scale



Characteristics of the Literacy 
Environment Checklist

• Observer catalogs the reading and 
writing materials 

• 15 minutes to administer
• Can be completed when no children are 

present
• Inter-rater reliability: avg. 88% 

agreement





Literacy Environment 
Checklist Items

• A total of 24 items in the following 
categories:
– Book Area (3 items)
– Book Selection (4 items)
– Book Use (5 items)
– Writing Materials (6 items)
– Writing Around the Room (6 items)



Characteristics of the ELLCO 
Classroom Observation

• Rating scale with 14 items and brief 
interview

• 45 minutes to administer 

• Good inter-rater reliability & strong 
psychometric properties
– 90% agreement within one point
– Cronbach’s alpha = .90



Sample page of the observation 
section



Classroom Observation Items
• General Classroom Environment

– Organization of the Classroom
– Contents of the Classroom
– Opportunities for Child Choice and Initiative
– Classroom Management Strategies
– Classroom Climate



Classroom Observation Items
• Language and Literacy

– Oral Language Facilitation
– Presence of Books
– Approaches to Book Reading
– Approaches to Children’s Writing



Classroom Observation Items

• Language and Literacy

– Approaches to Curriculum Integration
– Recognizing Diversity in the Classroom
– Facilitating Home Support for Literacy
– Approaches to Assessment



Characteristics of the Literacy 
Activities Rating Scale

• 9 items in two categories: Book Reading 
and Writing

• Record the number and type of literacy 
activities

• 10 minutes to score

• Inter-rater reliability: avg. 81% agreement





General Guidelines for 
Observing in Classrooms

• Orient yourself to the classroom

• Be careful not to disrupt ongoing activities 
while you are observing

• Be aware of the difference between actual 
scoring guidelines and personal opinions 
or preferences



Research on Early Language 
and Literacy Development

• Language and literacy development begin 
at birth

• Language is related to literacy

• Child play fosters literacy



Research continued

• Print-rich environments contribute to 
language and literacy development

• Read-alouds contribute to language and 
literacy development

• Reading and writing development both 
progress in stages



Research continued

• Children benefit from curriculum that 
builds upon their prior experiences

• Strong early literacy classrooms help 
children compensate for risk factors

• Home/school contact contributes to 
literacy development



Implications of Research
• Conversations should be frequent and 

meaningful

• Teachers should provide opportunities 
for the use of higher level thinking and 
language

• Vocabulary development is an essential 
part of the curriculum



Implications of Research

• Opportunities for play are crucial

• Literacy materials should be included in 
play areas

• Effective curriculum builds upon child 
interests



Implications of Research
• Print should be used for a variety of 

purposes

• Frequent and interactive read-alouds 
should be part of the daily schedule

• Language and literacy skills should be 
modeled and used for authentic 
purposes



Implications of Research

• Effective instruction begins with 
assessment

• Parents and teachers need opportunities 
to exchange information

• Parents may need specific materials to 
strengthen children’s literacy skills



Questions & Answers



Contact Information

• Regional Leads add individual information 
to this slide



Activity - A Closer Look
• Look at the items in your assigned area and in 

your table groups brainstorm:

What would an Exemplary classroom
look like?
What would a Deficient classroom look
like?

• Choose a recorder and a reporter
• Each group reports out


