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Comprehension Exercise

With 

Corduroy

Storyline:  Bear looks for love.  Bear realizes he’s not perfect and searches for long lost button.  Bear runs into some trouble with the law, gets off for good behavior.  Girl loves Bear just the way he is, repairs overalls and gives him a warm place to live.
Characters:  Corduroy-searching for button and owner

Lisa-searching for a bear 

Night watchman-security for department store
Gaps/points of confusion- Environment and escalator.  Is he in trouble with the night watchman?  Why did he search for a button at night?  How did the escalator bring him to another floor?Why is he with the furniture? Corduroy didn’t look “new.”
Accomodations-This story can be a little long for some children with short attention spans.  Perhaps they can hold a teddy bear, sit close to the teacher, discuss the book with the teacher ahead of time.  EL children should hear the story in their native language (if possible) before the group reading in English.  Follow up discussions should be planned with teachers who speak native language.

Vocabulary-overalls, escalator, mountain, palace, mattress, toppled, night watchman, apartment, blinked, comfortable
Text Talk Vocabulary-Admiring, yanked, enormous

Reading 1-Introduce book, title, illustrator.  Show the front cover.  “What do you think this book is going to be about?”  “What’s one thing you notice on this page?”  Read entire story without interruption.  Briefly explain challenging vocabulary and points of confusion as you read, without detracting from the story. 

Vocabulary:  Admiring, yanked
Reading 2-Recall what happened in the story.  Discuss what happened to Corduroy, how he felt without a button, how he tried to solve his problem, what he felt when the night watchman found him and when Lisa took him home.  Discuss why Lisa didn’t buy Corduroy the first time she saw him and how she must have felt when she finally brought him home.    Ask why the night watchman appeared surprised when he found Corduroy in a bed.  Clarify the items in a department store and lead a discussion about escalators.  

Vocabulary:  Enormous
Reading 3/4-Continue to engage children in conversations about the story.  Have the children re-tell the story through flannel board and props  Set up an area of the room with small beds, teddy bears, paper buttons with Velcro backs to put on the bears and security officer equipment.  Encourage the children to “act out” the story.  Make a book for the classroom.  Have a each child draw a picture of a particular scene (ie.going up the escalator, hiding under the sheets), have the children help with the sequence of the story and assembly of book.  Relate the story to their own lives.  “What do you do when you’ve lost something?”  “Have you even broken something in your house, tell us about it?”  “Have you ever saved your money for something special, that you really wanted?”
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