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How Many Are Hiding?
Goals: Count with understanding, recognize “how many” in sets of objects and develop a sense of whole numbers.
Materials:  A group of 5-10 counters for each child. 
Description: 
1. Complete the activity with one child while the others watch what you do, then have the children complete the activity in pairs.  To begin, sit opposite the child.  Show the child the group of 5 counters that you have in your hand.  Ask, “How many counters do I have?”  Use fewer or more counters depending on the abilities of your students.

2. Put your hands behind your back or underneath the table.  Secretly put some of the 5 counters in one hand and the rest in the other hand.  Close both hands.

3. Place your closed hands side by side in front of the child.  Open one of your hands, revealing the number of counters that you have in that hand, for example 3. Ask the child, “How many counters do you see?”

4. After the child answers, ask, “How many counters are hiding in my other hand?”  Wait patiently for the child to respond.  You could wave a magic wand when the child “guesses” correctly.  This action motivates some children to determine a strategy for finding the correct answer.  

5. After the child responds, open your closed hand to reveal the hiding counters.  Ask, “Were you correct?”

6. Have the child name the 2 parts and the whole, “Three and two make five.”

7. Repeat this activity again with the same child. As you go through the steps, ask the children what the next step would be.  You could also ask 2 new children to demonstrate while others watch.  

8. Separate the children into pairs and have them try the activity together.  Have one child hide the counters twice and then give the other child a turn to hide the counters twice.  On the basis of your observations, suggest the number of counters for each pair to use.  

Suggestions for Supporting Learners:

· Use as few as 3-4 counters for this activity.
· Provide extra counters for the child who is unable to predict accurately.  This child may use the extra counters to match the original number of counters revealed; then he or she can put out additional counters to make up the total and count the added counters to determine the hidden number.  A number strip with the same number of dots could also be used to give children a visual representation of the hidden counters.  

Source:  Copley, Juanita.  Showcasing Mathematics for Young Children. NAEYC, 2004.
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