Snaking Numerals
Goals: Develop a sense of whole numbers, represent and use them in flexible ways.  Connect number words and numerals.
Materials: Three clean adult socks (or a three foot piece of fleece), plastic shopping bags or other stuffing materials (beans, rice, styrofoam for beanbags).  Needle and thread for sewing.  Large numbers written on a piece of poster board.  Thick yarn or modeling clay can be substituted for sock snake.
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Preparation suggestions: Sew the three socks together, end to end with the middle piece cut across the toe to make one long tube.  Stuff with plastic shopping bags.  Sew the ends closed and add a felt eye and tongue, if desired.  You can create a mouth by pushing into the head to make a pocket.  A fleece snake can also be sewn by cutting a piece of 4X36 inch fleece and sewing along the back and one end.  Stuff with chosen material and sew up the end.  Add felt eyes and tongue, if desired.
Description:

1. Allow children to play with the snakes, slithering them around the tables and room to explore how the snakes bend and curl.  

2. Provide as many examples of numerals as appropriate, such as foam, cardboard, magnetic numbers, books that have numerals in the illustrations, posters with numerals, toys or other objects such as plastic telephones, calculators or clocks. 

3. Ask children to use two or more snakes to show a favorite numeral.

4. Record their favorite numerals by taking a picture, or an adult can also help a child slip a large sheet of paper under the snake numeral to help the child trace its outline.  Encourage children to paint or color the numeral outline to resemble the sock snake numeral created.

Suggestions for Supporting Learners:

· Permit and encourage children to watch and assist you in making sock numerals.  As you form the numeral, talk about the features of the numeral that help you decide how to curl the snake.  

· For children who hesitate or are perplexed, suggest such numerals as 1 or 7 to begin.  Supply a large template onto which the snake may slither and form the numeral, this may be helpful for some children.  

Extensions:

· Pose open-ended questions for children to think about while they create their snakes, for example, “Which of the numerals is like the letter S? Which numeral cannot be made with only one snake? Which numeral looks exactly like another numeral when turned upside down?”
· Make a class book out of the pictures of their numeral snakes.

Source:  Copley, Juanita.  Showcasing Mathematics for Young Children. NAEYC, 2004.
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