[image: image1.png]


The Sharing Game

Goals: Understand situations that involve multiplication and division, such as equal groupings of objects and equal sharing. Introduce commonly used fractions, such as 1/2, 1/4 and 1/3.
Materials: a pair of monkeys or squirrels; miniature plastic bananas, cookies or acorns; 2 small plates; 1 bowl;
Preparation: With two children, give each child one monkey and one plate. Have one bowl for all of the bananas.
Description:
1. This is a sharing game and the children will have to be fair and give each monkey the same number of bananas to eat. The teacher will model this first.
2. Put four bananas in the bowl, then using one to one correspondence, put the same number of bananas on each child’s plate. “One banana for this monkey and one for that one,” etc. Have children check to see that they have an equal amount.
3. Start over and let the children take turns dividing up the bananas as you observe. One child divides and the other child checks for accuracy. 
4. Increase the number of bananas in the bowl, as appropriate. 
Extensions:

5. Introduce problems that involve sharing with a remainder. Put an uneven number of toy bananas in the bowl for children to divide.

6. Observe what the children do with the remaining banana and what strategies they come up with for sharing. Suggest cutting it in half. If possible, provide a real banana (or cookie) and demonstrate cutting it in half and discuss the concept of half and whole.  
Suggestions for Supporting Learners:
· If a child does not demonstrate one to one correspondence, model again, perhaps using fewer bananas. Let the child choose the objects to be shared (unifix cubes, small toys, plastic cookies).
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