VPA

 Facilitator’s Agenda

 3-hour session

 Framework Overview

 Facilitator’s Agenda

 3-hour session


	Time & Facilitator
	Activity
	Notes
	Materials

	Before session 
	Set up room

· Place tabletop materials as listed in notes section on tables.

· Participant folder at each place
	Participant folder includes:

· VPA foundations map (blank or filled in)

· Substrand Handout

· Environment and Materials Action Plan card

· Music Opportunites in the Daily Routine

· Visual Art Invitations in the Environment

Each participant also needs a copy of the Framework and a copy of the Foundations
      Table tops include:

· Markers, highlighters, flags, colored paper clips
	· Chart Paper

· Markers

· Highlighters

· Flags

· Colored paper clips

· LCD

· Computer

· Preschool Learning Foundations volume 2 for each participant

· Preschool Curriculum Framework volume 2 for each participant


	 
	Registration 
	· 
	· Sign in sheets

· Pens

· Blank name tags

· Markers for name tags

	2 minutes

Slide 1

	PPT Presentation

· Welcome 

	· Remind participants that the materials on the tables are for their use during the session.

· If you are not scheduling a break let people know ahead of time.
	· PPT Trainers Notes

· Use highlighters

· Flags & Post its



	2 minutes

Slide 2
	PPT Presentation

· Foundations and Framework books
	· Hold up each as you explain what they are
	· Individual copies of Framework and Foundations v2

	2 minutes

Slide 3

	PPT Presentation
· Outcomes
	· Go over the outcomes
	

	20 minutes

Slide 4-5
	PPT Presentation 

· The four strands

Activator activity

· INTENT: The intent of this activity is to have participants reflect on personal attitudes towards visual and performing arts and connect with other participants. 

· OUTCOMES: Participants will reflect on their personal comfort with the four strands of visual and performing arts: visual arts, music, drama, and dance. This activity will help launch module content.


	· A quick overview of the four strands  to prep for the activator activity 
Activity Sheet1: Where Do You Stand?

· PROCESS: Place the signs high on wall around the room with as much space as possible in between signs so participants can have focused conversations and not be distracted by other groups. For the first round, participants stand by the strand they enjoy the most. Emphasize that they should think of themselves both as audience members and as art creators. Once in groups, participants discuss:“What experiences do you remember as a child?”;“Did you have a teacher who influenced this enjoyment?” ;“What do you do now that makes you enjoy this type of art?”;“What do you do in your classroom that is influenced by this enjoyment?”

· For the second round, ask participants to stand by the strand they enjoy the least. Once in groups, have participants discuss: “What experiences do you remember as a child?” ;“How do you feel now when you are asked to participate in this experience?”;“What do you do, or not do, in your classroom that is influenced by your feelings?”

· Participants then return to tables. 

· SUMMARY: Once participants begin to talk with others in the group, they will uncover similar experiences and will freely share among each other. Participants will relate their own childhood experiences with the arts to their adult comfort with the various visual and performing arts. Participants will explore how their own attitudes about the arts influence their teaching.
	· Four signs - one each for visual arts, music, drama, and dance



	7 minutes

Slide 6
	Table discussion about quotes
	· Give participants 7 minutes to discuss these two quotes at their table. 

· Then solicit feedback from two or three tables.

· Option: Have participants discuss one quote, debrief, and the reveal and discuss the second quote.
	

	6 minutes

Slides 7-11 


	PPT Presentation
Guiding Principles


	· Overview of the Guiding Principles.
· Discuss talking points in speaker notes
	

	1 minutes

Slide 12

	PPT Presentation

	.Outline of how we will explore the VPA chapter
· Guiding Principles

· Environment and materials

· Building on children’s play

· Planning learning opportunities
	

	20 minutes

Slide 14-15
	Guiding Principles activity
· INTENT: The intent of this activity is to have participants become familiar with the Guiding Principles. 

· OUTCOMES: Participants will interact with each other to analyze the Guiding Principles.


	Activity 2--Guiding Principles—Each One Teach One

· PROCESS: Pull a paint brush with one principle taped to it.  Read the paragraph and then go find someone with a different principle and share with each other. Switch brushes and find a new person with whom to share. Repeat the process 3-5 times. Participants return to their tables. 

·  OPTIONS: Each table group chooses one guiding principle that speaks to them the most. Participants read the paragraph in the framework and discuss daily experiences that they have related to that guiding principle. Each table group has 8-10 minutes to represent their guiding principle using visual or performing arts. Groups have up to 60 seconds to present their art creation to the full group.

· SUMMARY: The Guiding Principles are based on contemporary theories of learning and child development. The principles emphasize the importance of knowing each child.  The arts are inclusive of all children. They remind us of children’s innate enthusiasm for the arts. They emphasize the value of the creative process over the end product.
	· Paintbrushes with one Guiding Principle taped on each - one for each participant;

·  (Alternative) Visual and Performing Arts Guiding Principles section of Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 2

	4 minutes

Slides 16-18
	PPT Presentation
· Environment and Materials
	Discuss talking points in speaker notes
	

	20 minutes

Slide 19 or 20
	Environment and Materials Activity 

INTENT: The intent of this activity is to have participants become familiar with the environments and materials that support creative learning and learning through creative experiences. 

OUTCOMES: Participants will interact as they review lists of materials that can be used to support creative learning and learning through creative experiences, as well as create a “to-do list” of materials to add to their classroom environment.
	Activity 3a--Environment and Materials (Option A)

PROCESS: Participants read the section of Appendix A that corresponds to the strand on their table tent. Together, highlight all of the materials that anyone at the table is currently or has used in the classroom. Each individual should note on the Environment and Materials Action Plan card one or more new items to add to the classroom in the following week. 

Activity 3b--Environment and Materials (Option B)

PROCESS: Each table sends one member to get the box of materials that matches the strand on their table tent. Participants spend 10 minutes using and experiencing the materials individually and with others at the table. As they work, participants discuss the “processing questions” on the slide. Each individual should note on the Environment and Materials Action Plan card one or more new items to add to the classroom in the following week.  
OPTIONS: The presenter can: ask each table to discuss these questions as a group; ask each question verbally and have the table discuss as a group one question at a time; ask each question verbally and have a few people share out on their experience; ask for a silent 30 seconds to process each question then read the question, say, “Thinking time for 30 seconds,” and then provide 30 seconds to share thoughts with a neighbor.

SUMMARY: Materials and props are often inexpensive and homemade; can often be shared across visual arts, music, dance, and drama; can be inclusive of varying cultures; can be used or adapted for children with varying abilities.


	Option A

· Table tent card with one strand name

· Environment and Materials Action Plan card

· Appendix A from the Visual and Performing Arts chapter

Option B
· Table tent card with one strand name, 

· Boxes of materials for each strand (Make enough boxes so that each table can work with one box. For ideas on materials, see appendix A.), 

· Environment and Materials Action Plan card

	1 minutes
Slide 21
	Transition slide
Building on children’s play
	Read slide
	

	5 minutes

Slide 22
	Elbow partner activity to skim over the VPA foundations pages
	In the Visual and Performing Arts chapter of the foundations book, we find out what children should know and be able to do in each of the four strands; visual art, music, drama, and dance; at about 48 months old and about 60 months old. 

The foundations are found from page 5 to page 21.
	· Foundations volume 2

	7 minutes

Slides 23-26
	PPT Presentation
Foundation maps, strands, substrands
	Talking points in speaker notes
	· Foundation map blank or Foundation map music
· Strand substrand handout

	5 minutes

Slides 27-28
	PPT Presentation

Introduction to the Dance strand

Reflection on dance quote
	Talking points in speaker notes.

Ask participants to read the quote and discuss it at their table for 3 minutes. Briefly solicit comments.
	

	5 minutes
Slide 29
	Optional Brain Break activity
	Take a marker from your table and go stand by one of the four tables with butcher paper in the back. 

When the music starts, walk around the table And dance with your marker

Option: 

· Put your folder and books on your chair and push your chair about two feet away form the table. Take a marker from the box in the middle of the table. When the music starts, walk around the table and dance with your marker

· Take a marker from your table and stand by one of the strips of butcher paper hanging on the walls. When the music starts walk around the table and dance with your marker
	· Prepare tables in the front or back of the room. Place butcher paper on each table like a table cloth. 

· Colored markers

· Choose any music that will inspire your group.



	5 minutes

Slides 30-31
	PPT Presentation
Dance, continued
	Talking points in speaker notes
	

	20 minutes

Slide 32-34
	Dance Foundations Practice

INTENT: The intent of this activity is to have participants become familiar with how to identify the foundations supported by an activity. 

OUTCOMES: Participants will become familiar with the dance foundations and be able to identify foundations supported by a given activity.
	Activity 4--Dance Foundations Practice
PROCESS: Give each table one of the versions of the Observation worksheet, one for each table member. Inform group that they will view a video clip of a teacher leading children in a dance activity during which they need to take notes of what they see and hear. After the video, each participant identifies the foundation(s) addressed in the video on their worksheet. Give participants three minutes to read over the foundations on their worksheet before showing the video. Tell participants the video will be played twice. The first time, they should simply watch what is happening. The second time, they should take notes of what they see and hear. After the second showing of the video, give participants 7 minutes to discuss observations at their table and decide which foundations from the worksheet were addressed. At the end of the work time, ask for feedback from the group, beginning with the first strand and moving on to the second and third strands. As each group identifies a foundation, follow up by asking for evidence they saw or heard. 

OPTIONS: Give each table copies of all three substrands to distribute among the table members.

SUMMARY: An activity can help children develop skills and knowledge for more than one foundation.
	· Dance Foundation Observation worksheets for strands 1.0, 2.0, and 3.0, one worksheet for each table


	5 minutes

Slides 35-36
	Transition slides

Introduction to Visual Arts
	Talking points in speaker notes

Practice with visual arts substrands

· Let’s look again at the photograph on the previous slide.

· What visual arts substrand might this illustrate? 

· Guide participants to pp. 5-10 of the foundations as a reference. Ask them to take a few minutes to discuss their answer with an elbow partner.

· After a few moments, solicit feedback from the group. Ask for evidence for their decision.
	· Foundations volume 2

	2 minutes

Slide 37
	PPT presentation

Visual Arts are inclusive
	Optional youtube video arts for children with special needs

Talking points in speaker notes
	

	4 minutes

Slides 38-40
	PPT presentation

Visual arts
	Talking points in speaker notes
	· Framework volume 2

	20 minutes
Slide 41
	Environment Activity
INTENT: The intent of this activity is to have participants think of infusing visual arts opportunities throughout the entire classroom environment.

OUTCOMES: Participants will become familiar with ways to infuse opportunities for children to develop skills and knowledge in visual arts throughout all areas in the classroom environment.
	Activity 5--Visual Arts Invitations through the Environment
PROCESS:  Give each participant a copy of the Visual Arts Invitations through the Environment worksheet. Ask each table team to jot down ideas to infuse visual art opportunities through the classroom environment. Direct participants to pages ### in the framework to stimulate thinking. Model the activity by saying something like, “Let’s look for example at the outdoor area. Page ## talks about children working with wet sand. So we might think of adding water to the sand area or to the sand table outside. What other ideas do you have for children to participate in visual arts outside?” Solicit one or two responses from the group and say, “Remember, visual arts include things like drawing, painting, chalk, sculpting, collage work, and making three dimensional art works. Think of opportunities to view visual art, build visual art skills, and create visual art.”

Give participants 20 minutes to note down ideas. Then ask each group share out five best ideas. Ask each participant to write down one idea they would like to try on the Action Plan. (If no action plan provided, just ask them to write one down.)

 OPTIONS: Ask each group to choose one area on which to focus. Participants split up the areas within their table group. Each participant uses the framework to fill in ideas they would use to enhance their assigned area. After 10 minutes, table participants share out ideas. End with each person at the table verbally committing to try one new thing.

SUMMARY: Visual art opportunities do not need to be limited to one “art center” in the classroom. Think creatively on how to infuse the visual arts throughout the classroom.
	· Visual Arts Invitations through the Environment worksheet 
· Action Plan handout (optional)

	6 minutes

Slides 42-45
	PPT Presentation

Transition slide Music

Research Highlights music

Importance of scheduling in time for VPA
	Talking points in speaker notes.
	

	5 minutes

Slides 46-47
	Video example of music transition

Foundation practice
	Show video example.

· Ask participants to turn to pp. 11-14 in the foundations book.

· As a table group, find one foundation that the music transition activity might illustrate.

· Give the group a few minutes to work. Solicit responses and ask for evidence. There will be multiple responses to this question. 
	· Foundations volume 2

	20 minutes
Slide 48
	Daily Routine Activity
INTENT: The intent of this activity is to have participants think of infusing music opportunities throughout the entire daily routine. 

OUTCOMES: Participants will become familiar with ways to infuse opportunities for children to develop skills and knowledge in music throughout all parts of the program day.
	Activity 6--Opportunities for Music Development throughout the Daily Routines
PROCESS: Give each participant a copy of the Opportunities for Music Development throughout the Daily Routine worksheet. Ask each table team to jot down ideas to infuse music opportunities through the day. Direct them to pages ### in the framework to stimulate thinking.

Model the activity by saying, “Let’s look for example at outdoor time. Page ## talks about making instruments for outdoor musical play. So we might think of adding a box of cans and containers to the outdoor environment and inviting children to make drums for an outdoor parade. What other ideas do you have for children to participate in visual arts outside?” Solicit responses from the group and remind, “Music includes things like listening to music, singing, keeping a beat, playing musical instruments, making sounds effects, moving to music, and drawing pictures to music. Think of opportunities to listen to, build skills, and create music.”

Give participants know 20 minutes to note down ideas. Then ask each group to share out five best ideas. Ask each participant to write down one idea they would like to try on the Action Plan. (If no Action Plan provided, ask them to write one down.)

OPTIONS: Ask each group to choose time of day on which to focus.  Have participants split up times of day within the table group. Then use the framework to fill in ideas to add music opportunities to that time of day. After 10 minutes, table participants share out ideas. End with each person at the table verbally committing to try one new thing.

SUMMARY: Music opportunities do not need to be limited to one “music time” during the classroom day. Think creatively on how to infuse the music throughout the daily routine. 
	· Opportunities for Music Development throughout the Daily Routine 
· Action Plan handout (optional)

	1 minute

Slides 49
	PPT Presentation

Introduction to Drama
	Talking points in speaker notes
	

	3 minutes

Slide 50
	Drama for dual language learners

Optional youtube clip
	Optional youtube clip

Talking points in speaker notes
	

	3 minutes

Slides 51-53
	PPT Presentation

Dramatic play for social interaction

Research highlights
	Talking points in speaker notes
	

	1 minute

Slide 54-55
	Transition slide—integrated curriculum
	Talking points in speaker notes
	

	10 minutes

Slide 56
	Integrated curriculum guided activity
	Let participants know that you will now read a book aloud to the group and that as they listen, you would like them to think of activities you can do with this book that might address the development of skills and knowledge in drama, in math, or in both.

· Read the book aloud to the group.

· Give the group 5 minutes to brainstorm after the reading. Go around the room and ask each table to contribute one idea.

· Click to once to reveal ideas on the slide. They will dissolve in one after the other.

· Talk about ideas the group thought of that are not on the slide, and vice versa.

· Explain:

· It will be their turn to take a popular children’s picture book and brainstorm activities to integrate one of the arts with another domain. 

· Each table will get one picture book along with a card suggesting an art strand and another domain that they might try. 

· They should feel free to choose a different art strand and domain. The ideas on the card are only a suggestion.
	· Who Stole the Cookies from the Cookie Jar book

	30 minutes

Slide 57
	Culminating Activity--Integrated Curriculum
INTENT: The intent of this activity is to have participants practice integrating creative learning and learning through creative experiences with other domains. 

OUTCOMES: Participants will use children’s literature as a starting point as they work in teams to create classroom activities that integrate the visual and performing arts (VPA) with other domains. 
	Activity 7--Culminating Activity - Putting it All Together 

PROCESS: Give each table a copy of a picture book that can be used both for visual and performing arts and another domain, such as mathematics, language and literacy, social-emotional development, or English-language development. Have one table member read the book aloud to the table group.

Ask them to spend 15 minutes using the picture book as a starting point for one or more activities that combine the visual and performing arts with another domain. Give each group 2 minutes to present their ideas to the group. Encourage table groups to demonstrate their best idea if they wish.

OPTIONS: Assign groups specific VPA strands and domains rather than having groups select their own. Give groups boxes with materials and props to work with as they complete this task.

SUMMARY: Picture books can be extended to include the visual and performing arts. The visual and performing arts can be used to support learning and development in mathematics, language and literacy, social-emotional development, and English-language development.


	· Picture books

· Putting it All Together worksheet, one for each table. There are 5 versions, one for each picture book.
· Materials and props (optional)

	5 minutes

Slides 58-60
	Closing
	Talking points in speaker notes
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